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World literature was long defined in North America as an established canon of European masterpieces, but
an emerging global perspective has challenged both this European focus and the very category of "the
masterpiece." The first book to look broadly at the contemporary scope and purposes of world literature,
What Is World Literature? probes the uses and abuses of world literature in a rapidly changing world.

In case studies ranging from the Sumerians to the Aztecs and from medieval mysticism to postmodern
metafiction, David Damrosch looks at the ways works change as they move from national to global contexts.
Presenting world literature not as a canon of texts but as a mode of circulation and of reading, Damrosch
argues that world literature is work that gains in translation. When it is effectively presented, a work of world
literature moves into an elliptical space created between the source and receiving cultures, shaped by both
but circumscribed by neither alone. Established classics and new discoveries alike participate in this mode of
circulation, but they can be seriously mishandled in the process. From the rediscovered Epic of Gilgamesh in
the nineteenth century to Rigoberta Menchú's writing today, foreign works have often been distorted by the
immediate needs of their own editors and translators.

Eloquently written, argued largely by example, and replete with insightful close readings, this book is both
an essay in definition and a series of cautionary tales.
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From reader reviews:

Luke Palmieri:

With other case, little men and women like to read book What Is World Literature?
(Translation/Transnation). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know
about how is important a book What Is World Literature? (Translation/Transnation). You can add knowledge
and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can
learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until
wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or maybe searching by
internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's
read.

Lisa Lee:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One
of them is this What Is World Literature? (Translation/Transnation).

Clinton Perez:

This What Is World Literature? (Translation/Transnation) is great reserve for you because the content which
is full of information for you who else always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This
specific book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling sentences
within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives
you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having What Is
World Literature? (Translation/Transnation) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, data in it is not
ridiculous one particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world in ten or fifteen second right but this
publication already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in
which?

Eunice Holt:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier to share.
You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You will
see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to you



personally is What Is World Literature? (Translation/Transnation) this e-book consist a lot of the information
on the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how can the world has grown up. The
vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.
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