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Why did America invade Iraq? Why do nations choose to fight certain wars and not others? How do we
bring ourselves to believe that the sacrifice of our troops is acceptable? For most, the answers to these
questions are tied to struggles for power or resources and the machinations of particular interest groups.
Philip Smith argues that this realist answer to the age - old ''why war?'' question is insufficient. Instead,
Smith suggests that every war has its roots in the ways we tell and interpret stories. Comprised of case
studies of the War in Iraq, the Gulf War, and the Suez Crisis, Why War? decodes the cultural logic of the
narratives that justify military action. Each nation, Smith argues, makes use of binary codes - good and evil,
sacred and profane, rational and irrational, to name a few. These codes, in the hands of political leaders,
activists, and the media, are deployed within four different types of narratives - mundane, tragic, romantic, or
apocalyptic. With this cultural system, Smith is able to radically recast our ''war stories'' and show how
nations can have vastly different understandings of crises as each identifies the relevant protagonists and
antagonists, objects of struggle, and threats and dangers. The large - scale sacrifice of human lives necessary
in modern war, according to Smith, requires an apocalyptic vision of world events.
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From reader reviews:

Martha Wilson:

The book Why War?: The Cultural Logic of Iraq, the Gulf War, and Suez give you a sense of feeling enjoy
for your spare time. You should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can being your best friend
when you getting tension or having big problem with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Why
War?: The Cultural Logic of Iraq, the Gulf War, and Suez being your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You can know
everything if you like open and read a reserve Why War?: The Cultural Logic of Iraq, the Gulf War, and
Suez. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you
think about this publication?

Kathryn Robinson:

This Why War?: The Cultural Logic of Iraq, the Gulf War, and Suez are reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this Why War?: The Cultural Logic of Iraq, the
Gulf War, and Suez can be among the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just
simple examining food but feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Why War?: The Cultural Logic of Iraq, the Gulf
War, and Suez giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Arthur Bailey:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you read a book
you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply because book
has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Why War?: The Cultural Logic of Iraq, the Gulf War, and Suez offer you a new experience in reading a
book.

Wanda Holmes:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-book
means, more simple and reachable. This particular Why War?: The Cultural Logic of Iraq, the Gulf War, and
Suez can give you a lot of good friends because by you investigating this one book you have thing that they
don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to
get success. This e-book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than
some other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have Why War?: The
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