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In this book Elbert B. Smith disagrees sharply with traditional interpretations of Taylor and Fillmore, the
twelfth and thirteenth presidents (from 1848 to 1853). He argues persuasively that the slaveholding
Taylor—and not John C. Calhoun—was the realistic defender of southern slaveholding interests, and that
Taylor did nothing to impede the Compromise of 1850. While Taylor opposed the combination of the issues
into a single compromise bill that could not be passed without amendments to suit the extremists, he would
have approved the different parts of the Compromise that were ultimately passed as separate measures.

Most historians have written that Taylor's death and Fillmore's accession led to an abrupt change in
presidential policy, but Smith believes that continuity predominated. Taylor wanted the controversies
debated and acted upon as separate bills. Fillmore helped to accomplish this. Taylor was ready to defend
New Mexico against Texas. Fillmore ordered 750 additional troops to New Mexico and announced publicly
that he would do the same. Taylor had wanted statehood for California and New Mexico with self-
determination on slavery. As separate measures, the Congress admitted California and preserved a viable
New Mexico as a territory authorized to make its own decision on slavery.

With secessionists pitted against moderates in the southern elections of 1851, Fillmore had to choose
between his constitutional oath and his personal antipathy to the new fugitive slave law. He supported the
law and thereby helped keep southern moderates in power for a few more years. In fact, however, his efforts
did not recapture a single slave. In Smith's view, Fillmore's most serious mistake was refusing in 1852 to get
himself nominated for another term.

Smith argues that Taylor and Fillmore have been seriously misrepresented and underrated. They faced a
terrible national crisis and accepted every responsibility without flinching or directing blame toward anyone
else.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Jones:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Presidencies of Zachary
Taylor and Millard Fillmore (American Presidency (Univ of Kansas Hardcover)) is our recommendation to
help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Mandy Conway:

Typically the book The Presidencies of Zachary Taylor and Millard Fillmore (American Presidency (Univ of
Kansas Hardcover)) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author
style to describe the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to see, this book very suitable
to you. The book The Presidencies of Zachary Taylor and Millard Fillmore (American Presidency (Univ of
Kansas Hardcover)) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from official web
site, so you can easier to read the book.

Ilene Cody:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get large amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we
will say absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity
have you got when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read is definitely The Presidencies of Zachary Taylor and Millard Fillmore (American Presidency (Univ of
Kansas Hardcover)).

Joaquin Bedard:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Presidencies of Zachary Taylor
and Millard Fillmore (American Presidency (Univ of Kansas Hardcover)) which is getting the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.
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