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Abe and his friend Sol are out for a walk together in a part of town they haven't been in before. Passing a
Christian church, they notice a curious sign in front that says "$1,000 to anyone who will convert." "I wonder
what that's about," says Abe. "I think I'll go in and have a look. I'll be back in a minute; just wait for me."

Sol sits on the sidewalk bench and waits patiently for nearly half an hour. Finally, Abe reappears.

"Well," asks Sol, "what are they up to? Who are they trying to convert? Why do they care? Did you get the
$1,000?"

Indignantly Abe replies, "Money. That's all you people care about."

Ted Cohen thinks that's not a bad joke. But he also doesn't think it's an easy joke. For a listener or reader to
laugh at Abe's conversion, a complicated set of conditions must be met. First, a listener has to recognize that
Abe and Sol are Jewish names. Second, that listener has to be familiar with the widespread idea that Jews are
more interested in money than anything else. And finally, the listener needs to know this information in
advance of the joke, and without anyone telling him or her. Jokes, in short, are complicated transactions in
which communities are forged, intimacy is offered, and otherwise offensive stereotypes and cliches lose their
sting—at least sometimes.

Jokes is a book of jokes and a book about them. Cohen loves a good laugh, but as a philosopher, he is also
interested in how jokes work, why they work, and when they don't. The delight at the end of a joke is the
result of a complex set of conditions and processes, and Cohen takes us through these conditions in a
philosophical exploration of humor. He considers questions of audience, selection of joke topics, the ethnic
character of jokes, and their morality, all with plenty of examples that will make you either chuckle or wince.
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From reader reviews:

Warren Zeigler:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We
all know that that book is very important for us. The book Jokes: Philosophical Thoughts on Joking Matters
seemed to be making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is
rather advantages for you. The book Jokes: Philosophical Thoughts on Joking Matters is not only giving you
far more new information but also being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own
personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with all the book Jokes: Philosophical
Thoughts on Joking Matters. You never experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Michelle Huffman:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider when those
information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which one would
work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then
you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen within you if you take Jokes: Philosophical Thoughts on Joking Matters as the daily resource
information.

Patricia Steele:

This book untitled Jokes: Philosophical Thoughts on Joking Matters to be one of several books in which best
seller in this year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily
to buy this book in the book store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher with this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So
there is no reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.

Maureen Bonds:

Often the book Jokes: Philosophical Thoughts on Joking Matters has a lot of information on it. So when you
make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. The
author makes some research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you will get the
point easily after scanning this book.
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