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People in the ancient world thought of vision as both an ethical tool and a tactile sense, akin to touch. Gazing
upon someone—or oneself—was treated as a path to philosophical self-knowledge, but the question of
tactility introduced an erotic element as well.  In The Mirror of the Self, Shadi Bartsch asserts that these links
among vision, sexuality, and self-knowledge are key to the classical understanding of the self. 

Weaving together literary theory, philosophy, and social history, Bartsch traces this complex notion of self
from Plato’s Greece to Seneca’s Rome. She starts by showing how ancient authors envisioned the mirror as
both a tool for ethical self-improvement and, paradoxically, a sign of erotic self-indulgence. Her reading of
the Phaedrus, for example, demonstrates that the mirroring gaze in Plato, because of its sexual possibilities,
could not be adopted by Roman philosophers and their students. Bartsch goes on to examine the Roman
treatment of the ethical and sexual gaze, and she traces how self-knowledge, the philosopher’s body, and the
performance of virtue all played a role in shaping the Roman understanding of the nature of selfhood.
Culminating in a profoundly original reading of Medea, The Mirror of the Self illustrates how Seneca, in his
Stoic quest for self-knowledge, embodies the Roman view, marking a new point in human thought about
self-perception.

Bartsch leads readers on a journey that unveils divided selves, moral hypocrisy, and lustful Stoics—and
offers fresh insights about seminal works. At once sexy and philosophical, The Mirror of the Self will be
required reading for classicists, philosophers, and anthropologists alike.
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From reader reviews:

Sylvia Healey:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should
answer that question mainly because just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on
every person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of The
Mirror of the Self: Sexuality, Self-Knowledge, and the Gaze in the Early Roman Empire to read.

Solomon Steward:

This book untitled The Mirror of the Self: Sexuality, Self-Knowledge, and the Gaze in the Early Roman
Empire to be one of several books that best seller in this year, that is because when you read this reserve you
can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book store or you can order it by
means of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as
you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this publication
from your list.

Steven Deloatch:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is
this The Mirror of the Self: Sexuality, Self-Knowledge, and the Gaze in the Early Roman Empire.

Meredith Bailey:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This reserve The Mirror of the Self: Sexuality, Self-Knowledge, and the
Gaze in the Early Roman Empire was filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your
knowledge about your research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading any book. If
you know how big benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today,
many ways to get book that you wanted.
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