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Here, on a scale unmatched by any previous collection, is the extraordinary energy and eloquence of
our first national political campaign: During the secret proceedings of the Constitutional Convention in
1787, the framers created a fundamentally new national plan to replace the Articles of Confederation and
then submitted it to conventions in each state for ratification. Immediately, a fierce storm of argument broke.
Federalist supporters, Antifederalist opponents, and seekers of a middle ground strove to balance public
order and personal liberty as they praised, condemned, challenged, and analyzed the new Constitution
Gathering hundreds of original texts by Franklin, Madison, Jefferson, Washington, and Patrick Henry—as
well as many others less well known today—this unrivaled collection allows readers to experience firsthand
the intense year-long struggle that created what remains the world’s oldest working national charter.

Assembled here in chronological order are hundreds of newspaper articles, pamphlets, speeches, and private
letters written or delivered in the aftermath of the Constitutional Convention. Along with familiar figures like
Franklin, Madison, Patrick Henry, Jefferson, and Washington, scores of less famous citizens are represented,
all speaking clearly and passionately about government. The most famous writings of the ratification struggle
— the Federalist essays of Hamilton and Madison — are placed in their original context, alongside the
arguments of able antagonists, such as "Brutus" and the "Federal Farmer."

Part One includes press polemics and private commentaries from September1787 to January 1788. That
autumn, powerful arguments were made against the new charter by Virginian George Mason and the still-
unidentified "Federal Farmer," while in New York newspapers, the Federalist essays initiated a brilliant
defense. Dozens of speeches from the state ratifying conventions show how the "draft of a plan, nothing but
a dead letter," in Madison's words, had "life and validity...breathed into it by the voice of the people."
Included are the conventions in Pennsylvania, where James Wilson confronted the democratic skepticism of
those representing the western frontier, and in Massachusetts, where John Hancock and Samuel Adams
forged a crucial compromise that saved the country from years of political convulsion.

Informative notes, biographical profiles of all writers, speakers, and recipients, and a detailed chronology of
relevant events from 1774 to 1804 provide fascinating background. A general index allows readers to follow
specific topics, and an appendix includes the Declaration of Independence, the Articles of Confederation, and
the Constitution (with all amendments).
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From reader reviews:

Michael Floyd:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the book entitled The Debate on the Constitution Part 1: Federalist and
Antifederalist Speeches: (Library of America #62). Try to face the book The Debate on the Constitution Part
1: Federalist and Antifederalist Speeches: (Library of America #62) as your friend. It means that it can to be
your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every thing
by the book. So , we need to make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Elizabeth Brown:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine
the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read
this The Debate on the Constitution Part 1: Federalist and Antifederalist Speeches: (Library of America #62),
you can tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire
average, make them reading a book.

Gregory McCormick:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book,
and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for you is The Debate on the Constitution Part 1: Federalist and Antifederalist Speeches:
(Library of America #62) this guide consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now.
This kind of book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer
value to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some exploration when he makes this
book. This is why this book appropriate all of you.

Donna Hufnagel:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they get
a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book The Debate on the Constitution Part 1:
Federalist and Antifederalist Speeches: (Library of America #62) to make your reading is interesting. Your



skill of reading ability is developing when you including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you
enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion
for you to like to open up a book and examine it. Beside that the e-book The Debate on the Constitution Part
1: Federalist and Antifederalist Speeches: (Library of America #62) can to be a newly purchased friend when
you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of this time.
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