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This complete revision and updating of Professor Robins' classic text offers a comprehensive account of the
history of linguistic thought from its European origins some 2500 years ago to the present day. It examines
the independent development of linguistic science in China and Medieval Islam, and especially in India,
which was to have a profound effect on European and American linguistics from the end of the eighteenth
century.

The fourth edition of A Short History of Linguistics gives a greater prominence to the work of Wilhelm von
Humboldt, because of the lasting importance of his work on language in relation to general eighteenth
century thinking and of its perceived relevance in the latter half of the twentieth century to several aspects of
generative grammatical theory. The final section, covering the twentieth century, has been rewritten and
divided into two new chapters, so as to deal effectively with the increasingly divergent development of
descriptive and theoretical linguistics that took place in the latter half of this century.

Readable and authoritative, Professor Robins' introduction provides a clear and up-to-date overview of all
the major issues in the light of contemporary scholarly debate, and will be essential reading for
undergraduate and graduate students of linguistics alike.
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From reader reviews:

Cindy Searcy:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This A Short History of Linguistics (Longman Linguistics Library) book
is readable by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The
writer associated with A Short History of Linguistics (Longman Linguistics Library) content conveys
thinking easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material
but it just different such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking A Short History of Linguistics (Longman
Linguistics Library) is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Angela Rodriguez:

This A Short History of Linguistics (Longman Linguistics Library) usually are reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The reason of this A Short History of Linguistics (Longman Linguistics
Library) can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading
food but feed you with information that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you
can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this A Short
History of Linguistics (Longman Linguistics Library) giving you an enormous of experience like rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful in your day task. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

Jason Caldwell:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that
need more time to be read. A Short History of Linguistics (Longman Linguistics Library) can be your answer
mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.

Hilary Winters:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This publication A Short History of Linguistics (Longman Linguistics Library) was
filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some
people has diverse feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can truly
feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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