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No country on earth has suffered a more bitter history in modern times than China. In the second half of the
nineteenth century, it was viewed as doomed to extinction. Itsimperial rulers, heading an anachronistic
regime, were brought low by enormous revolts, shifting social power patterns, republican revolutionaries,
Western incursions to "split the Chinese melon" and a disastrous defeat by Japan.

The presence of predatory foreigners has often been blamed for China's troubles, but the much greater cause
came from within Chinaitself. In the early twentieth century, the empire was succeeded by warlordism on a
massive scale, internal divisions, incompetent rule, savage fighting between the government and the
Communists, and a fourteen-year invasion from Japan. Four years of civil war after 1945 led to the Maoist
era, with its purges and repression; the disastrous Gresat Leap Forward; afamine that killed tens of millions;
and the Cultural Revolution.

Y et from this long trauma, China has emerged amazingly in the last three decades as an economic
powerhouse set to play amajor global political role, its future posing one of the great questions for the
twenty-first century as it grapples with enormous interna challenges. Understanding how that transformation
came about and what China constitutes today means understanding its epic journey since 1850 and
recognizing how the past influences the present.

Jonathan Fenby tells this turbulent story with brilliance and insight, spanning a unique historical panorama,
with an extraordinary cast of characters and a succession of huge events. As Confucius said, To see the
future, one must grasp the past.
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From reader reviews:
Eric Overbay:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book.
They can be reading whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person
who don't like looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Modern China: The Fall and Rise of a Great Power, 1850 to the
Present.

Geneva Ricks:

The particular book Modern China: The Fall and Rise of a Great Power, 1850 to the Present will bring that
you the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the ideais very unique. If
you try to find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book Modern China: The Fall and Rise of
a Great Power, 1850 to the Present is much recommended to you to learn. Y ou can also get the e-book from
official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Nathan Hutchison:

The book Modern China: The Fall and Rise of a Great Power, 1850 to the Present has alot info onit. So
when you read this book you can get alot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author.
Mcdouga makes some research before write this book. That book very easy to read you can find the point
easily after scanning this book.

David Fulton:

Precisely why? Because this Modern China: The Fall and Rise of a Great Power, 1850 to the Present is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you
with the secret thisinside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in
such awesome way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey
the meaning thoroughly. So , it isgood for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret
it. This excellent book will give you alot of gains than the other book get such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , till want to hesitate having that book? If | were being you
I will go to the publication store hurriedly.
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