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A fascinating political travelogue that traces the life and work of George Orwell in Southeast Asia

Over the years the American writer Emma Larkin has spent traveling in Burma, also known as Myanmar,
she's come to know all too well the many ways this brutal police state can be described as "Orwellian." The
life of the mind exists in a state of siege in Burma, and it long has. But Burma's connection to George Orwell
is not merely metaphorical; it is much deeper and more real. Orwell's mother was born in Burma, at the
height of the British raj, and Orwell was fundamentally shaped by his experiences in Burma as a young man
working for the British Imperial Police. When Orwell died, the novel-in-progress on his desk was set in
Burma. It is the place George Orwell's work holds in Burma today, however, that most struck Emma Larkin.
She was frequently told by Burmese acquaintances that Orwell did not write one book about their country -
his first novel, Burmese Days - but in fact he wrote three, the "trilogy" that included Animal Farm and
Nineteen Eighty-Four. When Larkin quietly asked one Burmese intellectual if he knew the work of George
Orwell, he stared blankly for a moment and then said, "Ah, you mean the prophet!"

In one of the most intrepid political travelogues in recent memory, Emma Larkin tells of the year she spent
traveling through Burma using the life and work of George Orwell as her compass. Going from Mandalay
and Rangoon to poor delta backwaters and up to the old hill-station towns in the mountains of Burma's far
north, Larkin visits the places where Orwell worked and lived, and the places his books live still. She brings
to vivid life a country and a people cut off from the rest of the world, and from one another, by the ruling
military junta and its vast network of spies and informers. Using Orwell enables her to show, effortlessly, the
weight of the colonial experience on Burma today, the ghosts of which are invisible and everywhere. More
important, she finds that the path she charts leads her to the people who have found ways to somehow resist
the soul-crushing effects of life in this most cruel police state. And George Orwell's moral clarity, hatred of
injustice, and keen powers of observation serve as the author's compass in another sense too: they are
qualities she shares and they suffuse her book - the keenest and finest reckoning with life in this police state
that has yet been written.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Davis:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question since just their
can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start
from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular Finding George Orwell in Burma to read.

Lillian Carlucci:

This Finding George Orwell in Burma book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually information inside this publication incredible
fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This specific
Finding George Orwell in Burma without we comprehend teach the one who reading through it become
critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry Finding George Orwell in Burma can bring any time you
are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it inside your
lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Finding George Orwell in Burma having good arrangement in word
as well as layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Marcus Huskins:

This Finding George Orwell in Burma is great publication for you because the content and that is full of
information for you who have always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This
specific book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can say no rambling sentences in it.
So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight
forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Finding George
Orwell in Burma in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular.
We can say that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication already do
that. So , this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?

William Black:

Beside this kind of Finding George Orwell in Burma in your phone, it might give you a way to get more
close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is
fresh from your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is
good thing to have Finding George Orwell in Burma because this book offers to you readable information.
Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end
up to happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book and also read it from currently!
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